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OES-Director

Froem: rhhoward@southemeo.com%inter2 [rikhoward@southernco.com)
Sent: Thursday, September 08, 2005 5:52 PM

To: AGSEC

Subject: Question from USDA gov-- null - 1126216338685

Thig question was received by the USDA.gov Feedback inbox on Thu, Sep 8. 2005, Please
reply to the customer within five' (S} business days, by Thu, Sep 153, 2005.

If this email has been routed improperly, please return this email t¢ the USDA Webmacter
vic.powall@uada.gov with the phrase Improper Routing added to the beginning of che subject
line. Thank yocu.

FEEEERLAS SRS b s i s e et

Alsbama Power Co. appreciates this opportunity te include comments in conjunction with the
forum at Tuskegee on August 25, We alse want to thank you, Stace Director Steve Pelham and
other officials who convened thegse forums to receive input on the upcoming farm bill,

The Department of Agriculture has asked how Federal rural and farm programs can provide
effective agsistance in rural areas? (Question S). Alabama Power respectfully suggestcs
that the USDA should continuve and possibly increase ite afforts to encourage/facilitate
strategic planning and leadership development in rural areas. Working with Diyector
pelham and others in this State, Alabama Power has actively supported rural communities
with strategic planning and leadership development efforts. Feedback from rural leaders
indicate that these are iwportant activities for rural areas to undertake at this time.
one such program that Alabama Fower and USDA have supported ise the Alabama Communities of
Excellence (www.alabamacommunitiesofexcellence.org } which sesks to focus the efforta of
varicug interested groups in a select number of communities over a period of time. In
these communities, volunteers from the various groups spend two to three years working on
leadership development, Btrategic planning and implementaticn of the strategic plan
developed by the rural community leaders. Although the program is new, it has shown great
promise as a means for enabling rural communities to suceessfully address their own
iagues. Accordingly, we encourage USDA to continue to support rural community leadership
development and strategic planning programs such as those embodied in’the ACE program as a
way to provide "eifective assistance” in rural America, )

Thank you again for the opportunity to provide input in to this very important issue and
for you intersst in gur statce.

Sincerely,

Bob Howard

Alabama Power Company
{205} 257~3880
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